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with high-fidelity equipment, such as robotic manipulators,
high sampling speed motion capture systems, and floating
platforms. Among this equipment, floating platforms allow
us to emulate micro-gravity conditions using its pneumatic
levitation principle, providing zero friction on 2D [8].
Floating platforms have pneumatic components mounted

beneath the structure called ‘‘air-bearing’’, that blow
high-pressurized air toward an epoxy floor or a granite table
to remove the mechanical contact between the air-bearings
and the floor. From this point of view, floating platforms are
pneumatically levitated devices. Mock-up of space debris,
robotic manipulator, SDR systems, locomotion system,
or any hardware can be mounted/assembled on a floating
platform [9]. Therefore, floating platforms can be used to
verify and validate any space system’s motion performance
on 2D [10].
Floating platforms operate on granite or epoxy surfaces.

However, the micron-scale unevenness of these surfaces
generates considerable mechanical disturbance effects, espe-
cially for heavyweight floating platforms. When the floating
platform’s weight increases, the effect of mechanical distur-
bance caused by the unevenness of the ground is propagated.
The SpaceR-SnT’s lightweight floating platform provides a
structural advantage for the emulation of in-orbit operations
compared to other floating platforms in the literature.
Moreover, it ensures longer experiment duration since heavy
floating platforms consume more air and limit experiment
time. In addition to this, the floating platform’s position
controller is created using convex optimization methods
to ensure the suppression of ground-induced mechanical
disturbances and the stability of the platform.

This article presents the design and evaluation of
SpaceR-SnT’s lightweight floating platform. The contribu-
tions of this work are three-fold:

� A lightweight platform: The floating platform is
made of additive manufacturing using carbon-fiber
material, which contributes to increasing experiment
time (complex scenarios can be emulated) and alleviates
problems due to the mechanical disturbance caused by
the floor unevenness.

� Open source software1: The floating platform ROS
package enables the control of the platform using
MATLAB’s official ROS toolbox and the visualization
of the experiment in RViz (CAD models are provided).
Additionally, we provide the floating platform simula-
tor, which is a Gazebo ROS package. To the author’s
knowledge, in the state of the art, there is no open-source
floating platform environment where researchers can
develop control algorithms strategies and contribute to
disseminating knowledge in space applications.

� Position controller: The well-known Linear Matrix
Inequality (LMI) based disturbance rejection controller
is used to control the SpaceR-SnT’s floating platform.
This method has not been used before in this application
domain.We provide performance tests for this controller

and demonstrate that it suppresses ground-induced
mechanical disturbances.

Themultipurpose Zero-GLab facility of the SnT-University
of Luxembourg is used to evaluate the performance of the
floating platform to emulate on-orbit scenarios [11], [12],
[13]. Two scenarios are tested: position control (one floating
platform), and cooperative docking (two platforms).

The paper is organized as follows; Section II presents the
state of the art. Section III introduces the structure of the float-
ing platform. Section IV describes the system dynamics of
the floating platform and the controller approach. Section V
explains the open-source packages. Section VI shows the
experimental results, and SectionVII presents the conclusion.

II. STATE OF THE ART
A. DESIGN AND MATERIALS
Several institutions have developed their own floating
platform designs having varying degrees-of-freedom (DoF),
shapes, geometries, weights, software and hardware compo-
nents [8]. National Technical University of Athens (NTUA)
has a floating platform, namely NTUA space robot simulator,
which is 14 kg [14]. The floating platform of the Space
Research Centre of the Polish Academy of Sciences is
66 kg [15]. German Aerospace Center’s (DLR) floating
platform is 50 kg [16]. Tohoku University’s free-floating
orbital emulator, namely EFFORTS, is mostly composed
of heavy aluminum parts [17]. The weight of the floating
platform is a very important factor since it determines the
endurance of the floating platform, thus the endurance of
the experiments [18], [19]. If the floating platform’s weight
increases, air-bearings consume more air to compensate
for increased weight [16], [20]. For instance, the floating
platform of ORGL at ESTEC with ESA is approximately
225 kg, and it can only be moved by a crane when it is not
being operated [21]. Floating platforms are mostly made of
aluminum, plastic, and 3D printing materials (ABS, PLA,
etc). The material with the highest weight in most designs
is aluminum and its alloys. Even though aluminum may
seem to be a good candidate to make a balance between
material strength and weight, using this material significantly
reduces the whole operation time because of weight [23].
Moreover, other components being added on top of floating
platforms also increase weight, such as compact air bottles,
electronic components, solenoid valves, sensors, etc. [24],
[25]. The existing floating platforms in the literature lack
of modularity and lightweight structure. Compared to other
existing platforms, the design of the SpaceR-SnT floating
platform provides modularity and increases endurance. Its
total weight is 10.95 kg when the compact air bottle is
full. A comparison in terms of weight for some well-known
floating platforms in the literature is given in Fig. 1.

B. CONTROL APPROACHES
Several control approaches are proposed in the literature for
the motion control of floating platforms. From classical PID
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FIGURE 1. Existing floating platforms from DLR ’s-50kg [16],
ESA-ESTEC’s-225kg [21], and NTUA’s-14kg [14].

to Linear Quadratic Regulator (LQR) based approaches [26],
[27]. The Lyapunov-based nonlinear approach is proposed
by [28], [29], and [30]. However, these classical control
methods require relatively long trial-and-error steps to reach
a good balance of stability and robustness to be compatible
with high standards of industrial aspects. At this point, convex
optimization-based controllers offer better alternatives since
they relatively do not require these steps.

In convex optimization, thrust force (as linked with air
consumption) optimization based on Time-Varying Linear
Quadratic Regulator (TVLQR) is conducted for a trajectory
tracking task, and states are estimated by a Kalman Filter
in [21]. Model Predictive Static Programming (MPSP)
based on a fast nonlinear optimal control framework is
suggested by [31] for trajectory tracking. Stochastic nonlinear
optimal control (SNOC) is used in [32] to tackle obsta-
cle avoidance problems in uncertain environments. These
methods bring high computational costs, even though they
have performed successful and satisfying set-point tracking
with stochastic disturbance rejection performance. However,
computational simplicity and low delay for motion control
of the floating platform are required to emulate on-orbit
scenarios, especially in cases where communication with

other sub-systems is essential, i.e., any other robotic systems
in the network. Because of this, we propose to use a well-
known, computationally effective LMI-based approach and
experimentally test its performance in this application field.

LMIs representing asymptotic stability and disturbance
rejection for motion control are constructed as convex
optimization problem and solved in polynomial time by
Interior Point Method [33] using open-source SeDuMi
solver [34] with YALMIP parser [35]. To construct an
advanced optimal robust controller structure for mechanical
disturbance attenuation purposes along [0,1) stochastic
disturbance frequency band, LMI-based controllers are one
of the primary choices. Frequency domain optimization
methods using LMIs, such as LMI-based infimum and
supremum norm minimizations, are helpful because they can
suppress a wide range of disturbance frequencies.

The floating platform operates on an epoxy floor,
which has micro inclination points creating ground-induced
mechanical disturbances. To suppress mechanical distur-
bance parameters, closed-loop control of air-bearing is not
possible since the air gap between the air-bearing and the
floor is around 5 microns. Any tiny dust particle may create
mechanical disturbance. In this paper, we propose to use a
disturbance rejection-oriented closed-loop position controller
for the floating platform, which constitutes a very compact,
flexible, and computationally low-cost controller, compared
to other controllers for floating platforms in the literature. The
LMI-based robust controller will be ground/surface-agnostic
and can be used on different space laboratories/surfaces.

III. THE SpaceR-SnT FLOATING PLATFORM
The floating platform’s components are explicitly given in the
following subsections.

A. MECHANICAL COMPONENTS
Fig. 2 presents the CAD of the floating platform. It con-
sists of three geometrically identical dodecagons (12-sided
polygon) plates made of string-like carbon-fiber material.
This string-like design approach provides the lightweight
property with optimal usage of the volume and at the same
time mechanical strength due to the physical properties of
the carbon-fiber-based additive manufacturing method. The
lower plate is fully black, whereas themiddle and upper plates
have four different colors, grey, blue, red, and white. The
colors help to visually identify the orientation of the floating
platform during experiments.

The lower plate contains the two main pneumatic compo-
nents that make the floating platform move, such as nozzles
and air-bearings. In total, it has eight nozzles and four air-
bearings. Air-bearings make the floating platform cut the
mechanical contact with the epoxy floor, whereas nozzles
are used to achieve 3-DoF motion. Moreover, the voltage
regulator, Raspberry Pi-4B (RPi4B), compact air bottle,
power supply, pressure regulators, relay board, and solenoid
valves are located on the lower plate given in Fig. 2.
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FIGURE 2. SpaceR-SnT Floating platform CAD drawings.

Furthermore, the floating platform’s design is modular.
The middle and upper plates can easily be disassembled,
or used for carrying equipment related to any emulation
scenario. String-like topology of the plate structure allows for
placing many components. 3D printed supports can easily be
integrated into the strings and be used to assemble additional
equipment, such as debris removal systems, debris mockups,
refueling or docking mockups [37], [38], sensors, etc. Each
plate is 60 cm diameter and the distance between the plates
is adjustable. Therefore, the floating platform provides an
advantage for the implementation of any equipment.

B. PNEUMATIC COMPONENTS
1) AIR-BEARINGS
The plate scheme and the locations of the air-bearings can
be seen in the first column of Fig. 2. For the configuration
of the air-bearings, the square approach has been used
to compensate for the weight distribution of the floating
platform in a homogeneous way. The selection criteria for
air-bearing is directly related to howmuchweight the floating
platform is, and how much weight it will carry. In the
floating platform configuration, 40 mm diameter flat round
air-bearing is used, which is capable of lifting a maximum
of 22.5 kg if it is actuated by 5 bar. The maximum lifting
capacity of four air-bearings together is 90 kg.

2) NOZZLES
The floating platform has eight nozzles to ensure 3-DoF
movement. The actuation of the nozzles with a specific con-
figuration drives the floating platform along two translational
axes, X and Y, and around one rotational axis Z (yaw). The
nozzle locations are given in Fig. 2. The configuration of the
nozzles for each specific movement can be seen in Table 1.
The nozzles used in the floating platform are FESTOLPZ-SD
high-thrust air-jet nozzles. The selection criteria of the nozzle
in the floating platform structure are linked to howmuch force
it can generate under different pressure values. This nozzle

TABLE 1. Nozzle configuration.

model can generate 0-1 N force under 0-10 bar. For each DoF,
maximum two nozzles are used at the same time since the
more nozzles are used the more losses occur.

3) SOLENOID VALVES
In this study, FESTO VTUG is used as solenoid valve
energized by a 5 V DC. The selection criteria for solenoid
valve is linked to pressure constraints of compressed air
source, air-bearings, and nozzles. Solenoid valve must ensure
appropriate pressure input value for compressed air source
and appropriate output pressure value for air-bearings and
nozzles.

The solenoid valve configuration of our floating platform
is given in Fig 3. Pilot air feeds to the solenoid valves that
supply air to air-bearings and nozzle. Four air-bearings in
parallel configuration are connected to the solenoid valve-
9, and each nozzle is connected to a single solenoid valve,
the sequence is Nozzle#n is connected to solenoid valve#n.
Solenoid valve#10 is idle since the solenoid valve manifold
has ten solenoid valves as standard. The parts shown with
red color in Fig. 3 are acoustic silencers. Since solenoid
valves have binary logic, they must be modulated to obtain
continuous controller output force. The well-known method
for this purpose is Pulse-Width Pulse-Frequency (PWPF)
modulation. This method uses a dynamic ON-OFF sequence

94578 VOLUME 11, 2023



B. C. Yalçın et al.: Lightweight Floating Platform for Ground-Based Emulation of On-Orbit Scenarios

FIGURE 3. Functional diagram.

for the solenoid valves to obtain the equivalent average force
by changing the duty cycle of the signal [39]. The condition
generates the second selection criteria for the solenoid valve.
To obtain a wide range of continuous controller output force,
the chosen solenoid valve should be driven between 5-10 Hz
frequency using PWPF modulation method.

4) COMPRESSED AIR SOURCE
As a compressed air source, a 3-liter carbon-fiber compact
air bottle is assembled on the floating platform. The choice of
carbon-fiber material for the compact air bottle is to minimize
the weight that the floating platform carries. Therefore, the
most important selection criteria for compact air bottles are
weight and volume. Moreover, the floating platform can
also be used as integrated directly into the high-pressure
compressed air system given in Fig. 9. The high-pressure
compressed air system is installed outside of Zero-G Lab.
However, it has a direct connection inside the lab through
the wall. The high-pressure compressed air system and its
connection inside Zero-G Lab are given in Fig. 4.
The high-pressure compressed air system consists of

two pressure bottles, each 30 liters with a maximum
300 bar capacity. They are replaced by a contractor company
when they are finished. They are not being filled with
compressed air inside Zero-G Lab due to safety reasons.
The high-pressure compressed air system can be used for
two purposes; 1-Charging the compact air bottles inside
Zero-G Lab, and 2-By-passing the compact air bottles,
the high-pressure compressed air system can be used as a

FIGURE 4. The high-pressure compressed air system and its connection
inside Zero-G Lab.

compressed air source directly and can be fed to the solenoid
valves of the floating platform. In this second case, more
experiment time is obtained compared to experiment time
using only compact air bottles. The high-pressure compressed
air system has an on-board pressure regulator so the on-board
pressure regulator has the capability to regulate the pressure
from 300 bar to 10 bar since the maximum pressure value
for solenoid valves is 10 bar. Depending on the frequency of
nozzle usage, the high-pressure compressed air system will
endure around 8 hours for actuating one floating platform.
Compact air bottles endure around 40 minutes.

5) PRESSURE REGULATION
Pressure regulation is an important process since 300 bar
pressure inside the compact air bottle needs to be reduced
before the air gets inside the solenoid valve manifold.
Therefore, the most important criteria for pressure regulation
equipment selection if the input and output pressure value
constraints of the equipment. The first step is to reduce the
pressure at the output of the compact air bottle to 10 bar.
To achieve this, a 300-bar to 10-bar pressure regulator is
used as integrated into the compact air bottle. In this study,
this pressure regulator is named the main pressure regulator.
As a second step regulator, a specific FESTO MS2 pressure
regulator is assigned to both air-bearings and nozzles, this
condition regulates the pressure values between 0-10 bar
for air-bearings and nozzles. The maximum force that can
be obtained from a single nozzle is 1 N when the output
pressure of the second step pressure regulator is adjusted to
10 bar.

C. ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS
The electronic components of the floating platform are
consisting of the driver for solenoid valves, a power source,
a voltage regulator, an on-board computer, and sensors.
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The basic components of the floating platform are:

1) Driver for solenoid valves: Solenoid valves have simple
DC voltage inputs. To energize solenoid valves in
a controlled way, a driver board is needed, since
the current supply on General Purpose Input-Output
(GPIO) pins of RPi4B is limited. The power to drive
a single solenoid valve is around 0.3 W. However,
GPIO pin of RPi4B is able to give a maximum 16 mA
at 3.3 V. To tackle this task, a relay board in Fig. 3
is used as the driver board. GPIO pins of RPi4B
simply send low-energy trigger signals to the relay
board to actuate the solenoid valves. The relay board
is parallelly connected to the 5 V energy supply of
the power bank. When it receives a low-energy trigger
signal fromGPIO pins of RPi4B, it draws the necessary
energy from the power bank to actuate the solenoid
valves.

2) Power source and voltage regulation: As a power
source, a 5 V power bank with 0.27 Ah is used.
A voltage regulator is integrated into the output of the
power source to regulate the voltage.

3) On-board computer: As an onboard computer, the
floating platform has RPi4B that has Quad-core
Cortex-A72 (ARM v8) 64-bit 1.5GHz processor with
8GB SDRAM.

4) Motion Capture System (MCS): Six OptiTrack Prime
13W cameras located in Zero-G Lab are used to track
the position of the floating platform (at 240 Hz).
An active marker is located at the center of the
top plate. The position data is processed by the
onboard computer. In this paper, only MCS data
is used inside the floating platform’s closed-loop
control.

5) IMU: It is located at the geometric center of the second
plate of the floating platform. The sampling frequency
of MPU6050 is 1 kHz.

6) Pressure transducer: It measures the pressure inside the
compact air bottle and is used to provide data about how
long the floating platform can operate. The sampling
frequency is 1 kHz.

IV. CONTROLLER DESIGN
We propose to use well-known LMI method to suppress
ground-induced mechanical disturbances and make the
set-point tracking operations robust against them. A convex
optimization-based PD position control approach is applied
by minimizing the H2 norm between the disturbance vector
and the controlled output vector. H2 norm minimization is
chosen to suppress the effect of the varying frequency char-
acteristics of the ground-induced mechanical disturbances.
A centralized LMI-based controller is assigned to control
each DoF. The proposed controller’s performance is tested
in two experiments. 1- Position control of a single floating
platform, 2- Cooperative docking, realization of docking
scenario by two floating platforms.

A. SYSTEM DYNAMICS
The floating platform with its coordinate system is shown in
Fig. 2. In theory, the floating platform freely slides on 2D
epoxy floor if a force gradient is applied to it, thus the floating
platform is modelled as 3-DoF (two translational DoF and
one rotational DoF) free floating object. m is mass of the
floating platform, Iz is inertia of yaw axis, Fx is translational
force for x axis, Fy is translational force for y axis, TJ is
torque for z axis, ax is translational acceleration for x axis,
ay is translational acceleration for y axis, az is rotational
acceleration for z axis as given in Eq.1.

f =

2

4
Fx
Fy
TJ

3

5 =

2

4
max
may
Izaz

3

5 (1)

The whole dynamics are modelled as LTI (Linear Time
Invariant) system due to the following reasons:

� The linear modelling approach brings less computation
load to the microprocessor.

� Using linear modelling, less network load is generated
during the experiments.

In future studies as extension of this paper, the performance
of the nonlinear modelling approach will be compared with
the linear modelling approach.

To create the control-loop for the floating platform,
parameters to be defined in the state vector have crucial
importance. The main reason of this situation is that; the
parameters in the state vector will asymptotically converge to
a finite value if there will be an optimal and common solution
for all the constructed LMIs. To track the desired position and
velocity inputs, position and velocity parameters are located
in the state vector. The desired position parameters represent
the set-points, whereas the desired velocity parameters
represent the velocity profile. The state vector is constructed
as given in Eq. 2.

x =
�

Pxr – Pxa xr – xa Pyr – Pya yr – ya
PJ r – PJ a J r – J a

� T

(2)

Due to the capability specs of the MCS, the position
parameters defined in the state vector are measured at 240 Hz
sampling frequency. Taking the derivative of the position data
in MCS adds 40 Hz delay. Therefore, the velocity parameters
defined in the state vector have 200 Hz sampling frequency.
The whole system is modelled in a continuous domain since
the data acquisition by the sensory hardware is relatively high.

In application, micron-scale deformation of epoxy floor
generates disturbance. The stochastic nature of the mechani-
cal disturbances induced by the epoxy floor for each motion
axis are modeled as Fx, Fy and TJ in Eq. 3. To avoid/suppress
any inclination peak of acceleration, the second derivative
of the position references is defined in Eq. 3. Since the
magnitude and frequency characteristics of micron-scale
deformations of epoxy floor is unknown, H2 norm between
the disturbance vector w and the controlled output vector Nz
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FIGURE 11. The experiment data when set-point reference is from point
A to B.

of actuation at 5 Hz and a maximal frequency of actuation
at 10 Hz. In addition, the ROS package also processes the
positions captured by the Optitrack system by means of the
vrpn package, sending the topic /optitrack_poswith the 3D
position data of the floating platform’s MCS marker.

The advantage of this ROS package is that it enables real-
time operation, configurable performance profiles, and back-
ward and forward compatibility provided through Docker
integration in the ROS middleware used with custom-
developed packages. It provides different ROS versions’
compatibility, guaranteeing its repeatability and portability.
The software has also been integrated into an outer CI/CD
pipeline using Docker. It ensures that any changes to the code
are automatically built, tested, and deployed to the floating
platform. Also, it provides a personalized infrastructure for
floating platform deployment with the ability to support a
variety of use cases. For example, the user has the possibility

FIGURE 12. Docking experiment.

to integrate any control algorithm using the open-source
package given in [Appendix-B].

B. FLOATING PLATFORM SIMULATOR
Simulators offer a risk-free and cost-effective way for users
to experiment and analyze the movements and behavior
of robotic systems. This work has developed a simulation
environment that allows users to interact with a 3D floating
platform model using a GUI, as depicted in Fig. 8.

We have configured the Gazebo ROS package with the
following physical parameters: total weight 10.95 kg, radius
30 cm, height60 cmand the inertial values Ixx = 9.72 kgm2,
Iyy = 9.72 kgm2 (due to the symmetry) and Izz = 7.52 kgm2.
The friction coefficient can be defined by the user to
model the characteristics of different epoxy floors.

The software architecture and interfaces, illustrated in
Fig. 7b, utilize ROS as the framework for controlling the
floating platform in the Gazebo simulator environment on a
Ubuntu OS 20.04, using Python 3. The software architecture
is based on a client-server model, in which the server provides
services to control the platform in the simulated environment,
and the client interacts with it through the control GUI.

� The control GUI showed in Fig. 8. allows the operator
to insert set the desired position (x, y), orientation
(y), angular velocity (w), and linear velocity (u) of
the floating platform in the simulator, as Fig. 8 shows.
They are represented in Eq. 2 with the following
nomenclature: x ! xr, y ! yr, y ! J r, w ! PJ r,
v ! Pxa + Pyr
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FIGURE 13. States of the docking procedure experiment.

� The ROS control node acts as an interface between the
user and the Gazebo simulation. It is responsible for
launching the GUI, receiving user data, and calculating
the linear and angular velocities along the three axes
needed to reach the desired position, giving /cmd_vel
commands as output to move the floating platform.

� The 3D floating platform model is configured in the
floating platform simulation package to be visualized
and managed in Gazebo. The Gazebo simulator visually
represents the floating platform behavior according to
the /cmd_veltopic and ROS model configuration.

The modular approach of the presented ROS package
has a clear advantage, as it allows easy integration of
new features. For example, different types of position or
velocity controllers can be easily incorporated, as well as the
addition of new physical parameters relevant to the simulation
world. It makes the software highly scalable and adaptable,
facilitating future research and applications.

VI. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
A. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP
The floating platform and its proposed position controller
are tested in the ZeroG-Lab facility of the University of
Luxembourg, in two scenarios: 1) Set-point tracking (zero
and non-zero values), and 2) Emulation of an on-orbit
scenario.

As shown in Fig. 9, the facility is a 5m x 3m area. The
facility has four main components to emulate on-orbit scenar-
ios: a Sun emulator to recreate the challenging space lighting
conditions, a 240 Hz sampling rate advancedMCS to provide
ground truth data, two UR10e robotic manipulators, and two
floating platforms to emulate microgravity conditions. The
robots, the floating platforms, the MCS, as well as other
external devices, communicate and are controlled using ROS.

The controller is modeled inMATLAB-Simulink. External
commands to control the floating platform are directed over
the ROS network of the ZeroG-Lab. During the experiments,
the calculated network ping is approximately 50 ms. The
feedback loop is closed using the position data provided

FIGURE 14. The experiment data of FP-A for the docking scenario.

by the MCS. In MATLAB-Simulink, a Variable-Step solver
is utilized due to its performance in dealing with potential
delays in the network. EKF (Extended Kalman Filter) is
used to deal with the noise in the MCS feedback data [22].
The experiment results contain steady-state responses even
though the nature of the disturbance and noise make the
results look as if they contain transient responses.

B. SET-POINT TRACKING
To show the asymptotic convergence and stability aspects of
the controller, the duration of the experiments is chosen as
60 seconds. Within this section, pulse, position, and velocity
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FIGURE 15. The experiment data of FP-B for the docking scenario.

plots are given. Since pulse data is identical to force data and
nozzles are working in binary logic, force plots are not given.
For x and y translational axes, the total force is 2 N when
two related nozzles are actuated. For z (yaw) rotational axis,
total torque is 2 N � 0.3 m when two related nozzles are
actuated.

1) ZERO SET-POINT SCENARIO
In this experiment, the centralized controller is used with the
reference set-point parameters xr = 0, yr = 0, and J r = 0.

The experiment’s results are given in Fig. 10. In Fig. 10a,
the pulse of each DoF while set-point reference is zero
can be seen. In Fig. 10, it can be observed that xa, ya,
and J a parameters oscillate around the desired reference
set-point, which is zero. In Fig. 10c, it is shown that the
velocity parameters have oscillation behavior around zero as
well.

2) NON-ZERO SET-POINT SCENARIO
In the set-point tracking experiment, the centralized con-
troller has been used with the reference set-point parameters
xr = 1 m, yr = 1 m, and J r = 2p rad. The experiment’s
results are given in Fig. 11. In Fig. 11a, the pulse of each
DoF while set-point reference is non-zero can be seen.
In Fig. 11b, it can be seen that xa and ya parameters oscillate
around their desired reference set-point, which is 1, and J a
oscillates around its desired set-point 2p. In Fig. 11c, it is
shown that the velocity parameters converge to zero after
overshoot.

C. EMULATION OF ON-ORBIT DOCKING SCENARIO
The docking experiment setup can be seen in Fig. 12. The
set-points for the docking experiment are determined by
considering the proper alignment between male and female
docking parts. The docking experiments are conducted in a
cooperative approach, which means that we have the position
data of both FP-A and FP-B. The docking experiment’s states
are given in Fig. 13, (a) Starting state, (b) Approaching
state, and (c) Docking state. The first raw shows the Zero-G
Lab environment and the second raw shows the Gazebo
simulation. The simulation results are not given since the
simulation does not include uncertain dynamics of the epoxy
floor. The reference set-point for FP-A is xr = 1 m, yr = 0.4
m and J r = 0 rad, and the reference set-point for FP-B is
xr = 0,yr = 0and J r = 0. To achieve the cooperative docking
experiment, the controller of FP-A tracks the given set-
point, while the controller of FP-B works for zero set-point
tracking to stay steady. The position and velocity values
of FP-A are given in Fig. 14a and Fig. 14b, whereas the
position and velocity values of FP-B are given in Fig. 14c
and Fig. 14d. As can be seen from these figures, the position
parameters asymptotically converge to the desired set-points
while the velocity parameters asymptotically converge to zero
for each DoF. During these experiments; stability, asymptotic
convergence, disturbance rejection and reference trajectory
tracking of desired position goals are met. Two floating
platforms dock successfully.

VII. CONCLUSION
In this paper, we firstly presented a novel lightweight floating
platform structure made from additive manufacturing using
carbon-fibre material. Secondly, the software packages based
on ROS were given, the ROS packages were provided as
open source for researchers of the orbital robotics community,
allowing them to simulate/experiment with their control
approaches. Thirdly, a disturbance rejection-based closed-
loop position control strategy for orbital scenario emulation
was applied. The synthesized LMIs were capable of distur-
bance rejection and set-point tracking problems at the same
time. The effectiveness of this control approach was shown
in two scenarios: the position control of a single floating
platform and the position control of two floating platforms
in a cooperative docking scenario. LMIs were constructed to
satisfy H2 normminimization property to suppress the epoxy
floor-inducedmechanical disturbances. Based on the numeric
results obtained during the experiments, we validated that the
proposed floating platform can be used for the emulation of
on-orbit scenarios. The future works will focus on various
reinforcement learning methods to suppress ground-induced
mechanical disturbances.

APPENDIX-A
General overview video of Zero-G Lab, ‘‘The Zero-G Lab:
Testing in Micro-Gravity Environment’’, can be watched
from this link. The docking experiment video can be
downloaded from this link.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFhv9fGXk8w
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wumeg9Lmz_Nw7iKSw1yyLKQPghuoZ0wR/view?usp=sharing
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APPENDIX-B
ROS packages can be downloaded from this link.
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