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1.1. Context

 ‘Pierre Werner and Europe’ – Pluriannual research project (2011-

2016) on the European achievements of Pierre Werner, a former

Prime Minister, Finance Minister and Foreign Minister of Luxembourg

 Intensive research based on the gradual exploration of the previously

unpublished private archives of the Werner family (partnership

agreement with the CVCE 2010-2019 focusing on various different

topics.

At the end of each stage, the results are structured and published on

the research infrastructure CVCE.eu by UNI.lu as digital research

corpora aimed at the research community and subject file (for

teaching purposes).
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1.1. Context

Partners

 The Werner Family

 The Pierre Werner Foundation

 The European Merit Foundation

 The Robert Triffin International Association
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1.1. Context

These corpora undergo a thorough peer review process carried out by

a scientific committee

 René Leboutte, Professor in Contemporary History and holder of the ad

personam Jean Monnet Chair in European Integration History at the

University of Luxembourg;

 Ivo Maes, Senior Adviser for Historical Studies in the Research Department at

the National Bank of Belgium and Professor and holder of the Robert Triffin

Chair at the Institute of European Studies of the Université catholique de

Louvain;

 Sylvain Schirmann, Professor at the University of Strasbourg, holder of a

Jean Monnet Chair in European Integration History and Director of the

Institute of Political Studies at the University of Strasbourg.
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1.2. Stages and results – 2 Research Corpora and 1 Subject file 

(ePublications on the research infrastructure CVCE.eu by UNI.lu)

 The first stage of the project (2010-2013)

 the first research corpus ‘A rereading of the Werner Report of 8 October

1970 in the light of the Pierre Werner family archives’ – published in

December 2012

 the subject file ‘Pierre Werner and the European integration process:

from the Schuman Plan to the Fontainebleau Summit’– published in

December 2013

 The second stage of the project (2014-2016)

 the 2nd research corpus ‘Pierre Werner and Europe: vision and action’–

finalized , publication envisaged in March 2017
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1.2. Stages and results
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1.2. Stages and results

A reasearch corpus = various sources (multimedia and multilingual) +

tools (classical and digital) + scientific expertise.

Composition 

Analytical texts (available in French, German and English)

 primary sources and multimedia research material (texts, video and audio 

footage, images, etc.) and a series of interviews conducted by the CVCE

with eminent figures from Luxembourg and the international community.

 An interactive chronology on Pierre Werner, Luxembourg and Europe 

Bibliographies (general publications and works by and about Pierre Werner) 

Biographies of key figures

 a list of the Pierre Werner archives and other archives (Luxembourg, 

Europe, international) consulted.
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1.2. Stages and results – Public events 
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1. Introduction

2011 - Official launch of  ‘Pierre Werner and Europe’ research project under the aegis of the 

National Research Fund (FNR)  featuring a lecture ‘From the Werner Plan to the euro: 40 

years of success and crisis’ by Jean-Claude Juncker (Luxembourg, 27 January 2011)

2013 - Conference ‘EMU at the crossroads — The relevance of Pierre Werner’s thinking in the 

21st century’ .  The presentation of the research corpus  on the Werner Report was 

followed by lectures given by Jean-Claude Trichet, former President of the European 

Central Bank, and Jean-Claude Juncker (Luxembourg, 6 March 2013)

2013 - International conference International conference ‘Pierre Werner, a vision for Europe: his 

approach, action and legacy’  (Luxembourg, 27-28 November 2013)

2013 – Round table — ‘Pierre Werner: accounts of a European vocation’ (27 November 2013) 

2014 – Scientific workshop – ‘Founding Fathers of the Euro’ (Luxembourg, 24 April 2014)

2016 – Academic event  - ‘Small country, grand vision: Luxembourg and the European idea’. 

Lecture given by Jacques Santer , Honorary Minister of State, former Prime Minister of 

Luxembourg and former President of the European Commission (Brussels, 23 February 

2016)



1.2. Stages and results- 21 publications (including 16 Classical Publications and 5  

ePublications) 
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1.3. Sources and Tools - Methodological Approach

Priority was given to the analysis and exploration of the Pierre Werner family
archives.

Other archives were consulted with a view to selecting material that would
complement the corpus in the best way possible, providing a context for
sources from the Pierre Werner family archives and enriching and
increasing the variety of sources available for the research community.

1.3. Sources and Toos - Selection criteria

 Chronology

 Value and relevance of sources

 Originality (of the sources and/or the ideas contained in them)

 A balanced range of sources

 Electronic accessibility 
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
1. Introduction – Sources Documents

Pierre Werner’s notes on
the interim report
(May 1970)
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
1. Introduction – Source Oral History

25 Dedicated interviews

7 Partial interviews 

Total duration : 54 h 46’ 32’’ 
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 
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1. Introduction – Digital tools – Social Networks Analyses

Pilot Project: ‘A new reading of primary sources via the digital analysis of social networks. 

‘The Werner Committee and the debates on European economic and monetary integration’ 

(DH Benelux, 3-5 July 2016)
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1. Introduction – Digital tools - ‘Architects of the Euro’ Networks



Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: a vision  of Europe”

1. Introduction – Audiovisual tools - Biographical Documentary

The biographical documentary ‘Pierre Werner, a European vocation' is 

primarily composed of video accounts by major players in the European 

integration process recorded by the CVCE as part of its ‘Pierre Werner and 

Europe' research project, as well as images and photos from the Pierre Werner 

family archives, to which the CVCE has been granted exclusive access. 

(Duration: 19’ 45’’, November 2013)

Source: http://www.cvce.eu/en/werner/centenary/documentary

Team:

Elena Danescu

Nicolas Donnerup

Cécile Duval

Alexandre Germain

Emmanuelle Hingray

François Klein

Isabelle Vaillant
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2. Highlights

A threefold approach:

 Pierre Werner the Politician

 Pierre Werner the European activist

 Pierre Werner the Economist
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Pierre WERNER (1913 - 2002)
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights

Biographical elements

 Completed studies in Law and Political Science in Paris (1934‒1937)

 President of the Association of Catholic University Students (Association 

Luxembourgeoise des Étudiants Catholiques) (1935-1936) and international 

Vice-President of the International Movement of Catholic Intellectuals (Pax

Romana) (1937)

 Employee at the Banque Générale (1939)

 Banking Supervisory Commissioner - reorganisation of the banking system in 

Luxembourg (1945-1949)

 Minister for Finance  and/or Minister for the Treasury (1953‒1974 and 1979-

1984) 

 President of the Government (1959‒1974 and 1979 -1984)

 Chairman of the Governing Board of the Société Européenne des Satellites 

(1986‒1996)



“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – European achievements

From 1960 to 1974 the Luxembourg Presidencies of the EC Council were held exclusively

by various Werner governments in succession:

 the battle over the political seats of the institutions (1965)

 the enshrinement of Luxembourg as one of the permanent capitals of the European 

institutions

 the ‘Luxembourg Compromise’ (1966)

 the Werner Report (1970)

 the consolidation of the Belgium–Luxembourg Economic Union (BLEU) and of the 

Benelux.



“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – Mentoring and Networks

Mentors: Robert Schuman, Charles Rist,

Wilfried Baumgartner, Fernand Collin, Pierre

Wigny

 European Finance Ministers Network:  

Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, Baron Jean-

Charles Snoy et d’Oppuers, Karl Schiller, 

Franz Etzel

 Central Bank governors- and other 

bankers Networks: Baron Hubert Ansiaux, 

Guido Carli, Jelle Zylstra, Bernard Clappier

and Karl Blessing, Hermann Abs (DB)

 European Activists Network:  Jean Monnet, 

Robert Triffin, Robert Marjolin, Raymond 

Barre

 Relations with the British (Edward Heath)

 Good connections in the USA
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – Werner the Economist 

Since 1960 

Personal economic ideas and contributions on monetary integration between the Six:

 the need ‘to lay foundations as soon as possible for closer monetary 

cooperation to protect the Common Market ‘from disorderly financial and 

monetary interventions’.

 creation of a European unit of account as the ‘basis for a European monetary 

system’

January 26, 1968 - A ‘five-point action plan’ for European monetary integration 

 establishment of a European unit of account

 consultation

 fixed exchange rates between the European currencies

 internal and external solidarity

September 10, 1968 – A ‘five-point action plan’ for European monetary integration

with a balanced approach

 the need for economic policies to be coordinated in parallel with monetary

integration.



“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – Werner the Economist

The establishment of the Werner Committee

The Hague Summit (December 1 and 2, 1969)

The Heads of State agree to make every effort to achieve economic and 

monetary integration. 

The decision is taken to explore the possibilities for stage-by-stage 

progress towards an economic and monetary union. 
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2. Highlights – Werner – Politician and Economist



“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – Contribution to the Werner Report

 Comparative overview (‘where there is a variety of monetary plans,

there has to be a synthesis’)

 A three-point Method: point of departure – final goal – alternative

routes

 Mediation and Network Diplomacy – Consensus builder

Consultations and discussions on monetary issues and political initiatives

(with Jean Monnet, Robert Triffin, Willy Brandt, Robert Ansiaux, Bernard

Clappier.)

Compromise on the interim report (22 May 1970) and on the final report (7

October 1970)
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2. Highlights – Contribution to the Werner Report

http://www.cvce.eu/recherche/object-content/-/object/ba6ac883-7a80-470c-9baa-8f95b8372811/cde3fbe8-3e9b-4d05-97fe-491440c8fb55/480eee93-fb7d-462f-8d6a-44618c3d68a2/en
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a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – Contribution to the Werner Report – Consensus builder

Letter from
Jean Monnet
(May 26, 1970) 
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – Contribution to the Werner Report – Deepening 

of the Report

Areas to be
explored
further
by the 
Werner 
Committee
(May 1970) 
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
2. Highlights – Contribution to the Werner Report

 A parallel approach between

economic cooperation and monetary coordination

(‘economists’ vs ‘monetarists’ controversy)

 The external dimension of EMU

 The role of Central Bankers
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2. Highlights – Contribution to the Werner Report - Assesment

In the history of Europe as a monetary entity, there is a pre-Werner and a 

post-Werner period. 

 ‘Up until the time of the report, which is inextricably associated with the

Hague Conference, the Member States still had a vision of an economic

union, or at any rate a common market, which they thought could be

achieved merely by resorting, where monetary affairs were concerned, to

the coordination of their policies; from the time of the Hague Conference

and the Werner Report onwards, they admitted that economic union

could not be brought about unless monetary union were progressively

established’ (Ansiaux, H and Dessaert, M. 1975:1).
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“Pierre Werner  and Luxembourg: 

a vision  of Europe”
3. Conclusion

Pierre WERNER - Architect of the Euro

 Longevity of his intellectual engagement

(advocate of European monetary integration)

 Intensity of his political and European commitment

 Luxembourg financial center = laboratory for the

european common/single currency

 Consensus builder (Broker among great powers and

among opposite interests )

Weaknesses

National interests vs supra-national

European interests (Luxembourg financial center)

 Not an academic
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“Pierre Werner et l’Europe: vision et action”
2nd Corpus de recherche

Merci pour votre attention!

elena.danescu@uni.lu
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