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‘The book offers a plausible, well-structured, and well-argued case identifying the
positive role on the mobilisation of regionalist parties of a previously neglected
variable: the process of European integration. Following the lead of Alesina and
Spolaore (2003), the author argues that globalisation and regional integration in
general, and the European Union in particular, decrease the economic, regulatory,
and security advantages of a large state size, while not reducing the costs of het-
erogeneity for political decision-making. In so doing, they enhance the viability
of smaller states, unintentionally encourage the mobilisation of autonomist and
secessionist parties, and favour a shift of their goals and discourse toward a strategy
of ‘independence in Europe’

The demonstration of this ‘viability theory’ consists of three steps. First, Jolly




