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RESULTS

Migration flows are without any doubt key topics shaping societies and
lives of the contemporary world, and so is the concept of multiculturalism MIS Mean Scores for HIS ftems Dyad Child - Mother
. P . 4 ’ , , P , o Child- Mother Dyad (T-Test for paired samples) y

that has gained more importance with the growing cultural diversity in ,
societies (Jackson et al., 2001). Dynamics of social cohesion are indeed t (df) P
partially influenced by the extent to which natives and immigrants agree 6 N |. Cultural diversity (+) -1.06 (55) 30
to and support cultural pluralism in their society (Bourhis et al., 1997). N e |

. . . . . o . 5 —~—~— 2. Keep cultural heritage .97 (55) .34
Inconsistencies and discrepancies in opinions between residents and \
immigrants regarding attitudes toward acculturation are sources of b 3. Forget # cultural background (-) -39 (39) 70
difficulties, usually for acculturating individuals (i.e. immigrants) and might \ / 4.Tackle problems through diversity (+) -41 (55) .68

. . - 3

therefore lead to acculturative stress amongst these migrant communities \/ 5. Unity weakened by diversity (-) _1.41 (55) 16
(Berry, 201 1). This group may a.lso experience Ic?wer subjective .weII-belng 2 6. Keep own traditions for yourself (- 56 (55) g
(SWB) as a result of the perceived inconsistencies between residents and
. . . . . . . . 1 /. Learn more from cultural groups (+) 1.63 (55) A
immigrants regarding their attitude to multiculturalism. Acculturative . 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g
stress and lower SWB may affect the first generation of immigrants more —Mothers Adult 8. Keep heritage culture (+) .00 (55) 1.00
than 2" generation (Birman & Trickett, 2001). Therefore, in a multicultural Children 9. Immigrants adapt behaviour to natives ()  -.70 (55) 49

society such as Luxembourg with foreign population of 45%, issues
regarding the stress and well-being of the members of the society

potentially concern a large part of the population (Statec, 2014). MIS Mean Scores for MIS Items Dyad Child - Father
. . . Child — Father Dyad (T-Test for paired samples)
The current study is part of the project IRMA (“Intergenerational ,
Relations in the light of Migration and Ageing) and focuses on a s e, ?
comparison of Luxemburgish families and Portuguese immigrant families. 6 N |. Cultural diversity (+) 112 (54) 27
SpeC|f|ca.||y, we compare ageing pargnts (|.e.,.c?lde|.* generation) and their . N | —_— 2. Keep cultural heritage 123 (54) 2
adult children (i.e., younger generation) all living in the Grand-Duchy of \ /\
: : : : 3. Forget # cultural background (-) -.82 (54) 42
_Luxembourg. Foreigners of Portuguese nationality constitute by far the 4 \/ /
argest immigrant group in Luxembourg, amounting to 16.35% of the total : #llackle problems throlghidiversity () .001(54) .00
pbopulation (Statec, 201 3). 5. Unity weakened by diversity (-) -.68 (52) 50
2 6. Keep own traditions for yourself (-) -.32 (53) 75
1 /.Learn more from cultural groups (+) 3.01% .00
OB]ECTIVES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
—Fathers Adult 8. Keep heritage culture (+) .08 (54) 94
Results pertaining to the Portuguese famllles living in Luxembourg.wﬂl be Children 9. Immigrants adapt behaviour to natives () -1.19 (54) 27
presented. We compare both generations (elderly parents and their adult
children), in order to assess a possible “generation gap” or
“acculturation gap” regarding different psychological variables: Mean scores for SWLS and Acculturative stress for
: , : Portuguese immigrant families
= Attitude towards multiculturalism
" acculturative stress experienced 7 6
" potential effects of these variables on the participants’ subjective well- ¢ .
being
5
4
4 ¥ Mothers 3 ¥ Mothers
SAMPLE 3 - “ Adult Children “ Adult Children
. . ® Fathers 7 - ® Fathers
= Participants in total: N = 191 2 -
* Triads: N = 54 full triads (both Portuguese Triads living in - | -
parents, father and mother, and Luxembourg
one adult child) Adult 0 0 ,
Mothers Fathers Child SWLS Acculturative Stress
laren
N 63 6l 67
= Over 60% of the PT adult
: : M=5368 M=5698 M=27.29 SWLS
children were bo rn. . 'n Age sp=700 SD=7.76 SD =746 (T-Test for paired Acculturative Stress
Luxembourg, the remaining samples)
were born in Portugal and re?rs M=3093 M =3l.48 / | , ] ,
having arrived in Luxembourg | "\~ sD=827 sD=89I t(dh) t(dh)
at an average age of M = 4.84 Mother — Child Dyad ~ -2.15 (41)* .04 2.08 (39)* .04
(SD = 4.14).
Father — Child Dyad 1.6l 17 235@36)* .02
METHODS
. . o . . CONCLUSIONS
All participants completed a standardized questionnaire available in three
different languages (DE, FR and PT; forward & backward translations were » Regarding MIS ltems, a similar pattern to exists for Portuguese immigrant parents and their adult
cross-checked). children. Only one positive Item showed a significant difference between children and their
Reliabilities of the scales and in the different subsamples were satisfactory, fathers. The findings suggest that parents and their adult children share similar attitudes towards
ranging between .70 < o < .92 with one exception. The MIS scale cultural diversity. Neither a generation gap nor an acculturation gap was found in this context.
showed for PT It and 2" generation somewhat weaker reliabilities .43 < > Multiculturalism and culture are no static and immutable concepts.They depend of the social and
o <.54. individual contexts, nevertheless attitudes about mutlicultural ideologies and how to behave in a
= Multicultural ldeology Scale (MIS; see e.g., Berry & Kalin, 1995; 10 society (Arends-Toth & Van de Vijver, 2003) are transmitted, possibly in the form of values, from
items, e.g. “A society that has a variety of cultural groups is more able one generation to the next. Despite the different migrant contexts of both generations, one
to tackle new problems as they occur”; 7-point Likert scale from | = having migrated to Luxembourg over 30 years ago and the other having grown up or being born
totally disagree to 7 = totally agree) in the « new country » (Albert & Ferring, 2012; Vedder et al. 2009), they appear to have a similar
» Satisfaction with Life Scale (SWLS; Diener & al., 1984, 5 items e.g.“The experiences with cultural diversity and acculturation.
conditions of my life are excellent”; 7-point Likert scale from | = do » Adult children of Portuguese origin show significantly higher scores regarding subjective well-
not agree at all to 7 = fully agree) being than their mothers, whereas no difference was shown with their fathers.
= Acculturative Stress (see Benet-Martinez & Haritatos, 2005; 7 items, » Adult children expressed lower acculturative stress in their daily lives than did both of their
e.g.”l feel the pressure that what “I” do is representative of my cultural Portuguese immigrant parents, father as well as mother. However, the mean differences were

group’s abilities.”; 6-point Likert scale from | = totally disagree to 6 = small.
totally agree)

References

Albert, I., & Ferring, D. (2012). Intergenerational value transmission within the family and the role of emotional relaitonship quality. Family Science, 3(1), 4-12. Arends-Toth, |., & Van de Vijver, FJ.R. (2003). Multiculturalism
and acculturation: Views of Dutch and Turkish-Dutch. European Journal of Social Psychology, 33, 249-266. Benet-Martinez,V & Haritatos, . (2005). Bicultural identity integration (Bll): Components and psychosocial
antecedentes. Journal of Personadlity, 73(4), 1015-1050. Berry, . W. (201 ). Integration and multiculturalism: Ways towards social solidarity. Papers on Social Representations, 20, 2.1-2.21. Berry, . W. & Kalin, R. (1995).
Multicultural and ethnic attitudes in Canada: An overview of the 1991 national survey. Canadian Journal of Behavioural Science, 27(3), 301-320. Birman, D., & Trickett, E.J. (2001). Cultural transitions in first generation
immigrants: Acculturation of Soviet Jewish refugee adolescents and parents. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 32, 456-477. Bourhis, R.Y., Moise, L.C., Perreault, S., & Senécal, S. (1997). Towards an Interactive
Accutluration Mode: A social psychological Approach. International Journal of Psychology, 32(6), 369-386. Diener, E. (1984). Subjective Well-being. Psychological Bulletin, 95(3), 542-575. Jackson, |.S., Brown, K.T., Brown, T.N,,
& Marks, B. (2001). Contemporary Immigration Policy Orientations Among Dominant-Group Members in western Europe. Journal of Social Issues, 57(3),43 1-456.Vedder, P, Berry, |.WV,, Sabatier, C., & Sam, D.L. (2009).The
Intergenerational Transmission of Values in National and Immigrant Families: The Role of Zeitgeist. Journal of Youth Adolescence, 38, 642-653. Statec (201 3): www.statistiques.public.lu/fr/acteurs/statec/index.html.

We thank Kelly do Carmo, Lis Conter,
Annick Staudt, Marylene, Gongalves
Mara, Julia Muller, Gaby Ribeiro, Eda
Durmus and Milena Kaufmann for
their valuable work collecting the data
of the study.



